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** The old-time Doctor rises into view; 

A **well-read" man he was, and much he knew, 

For he was *'College-bred,** and in the eyes 

Of simple folk, no man could be more wise. 

His modest sign that hung above the gate, 

Failed not his many virtues to relate : 

** Physician, Surgeon, Accoucheur," in one ; 

And yet with these the list was but begun. 

And so whatever his patients might befall, 

He ready stood to answer every call. 

On ambling horse he rode the country o'er, 

And carried hope and help from door to door 

Where'er he went, to gentle babe or sire, — 

Pain fled away and fever cooled its fire. 

He promptly, bravely took his part and place ; 

And every station did his genius grace. 

Heroic man ! He did his duty well. 

He fought for others till at last he fell. 

Above his grave we need no column raise, 

He lives immortal in our love and praise !'* 

— The Doctor, 
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In the early days the two most conspicuous personages 
were the Clergyman and the Doctor. The records of the 
preachers are to .be found in church and parish books ; 
but the story of the doctors is more difficult to trace. 
Physicians have come into our town, have done their work, 
have died or gone away, and hardly a written or printed 
word concerning them can be found. 

This can easily be understood, when we remember that 
prior to 1800, but few newspapers were published ; and 
rarely did the Doctor's name find its way into print. The 
town records failed to make mention of him, unless he 
filled some town office. And if he owned no real estate, 
the Registry of Deeds does not contain his name. 

From memories, records and traditions, we can revive 
many of the names of those who practiced in our town, as 
well as of those whose birthplace was here. 

REGINA1.D Fkrnaud was, without doubt, the earliest 
physician in our Piscataqua plantation, — the doctor who 
came with Mason, and who practiced on both sides of our 
river. His home was at Strawberry Bank ; yet he owned 
land in Kittery, and ministered to the sick among the 
scattered settlers here. He died in 1656, at Pierce's Island, 
and was buried at the Point of Graves, in Portsmouth. 
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Dr. Fernald'sson, Thomas, had a perpetual lease of the 
islands now occupied. by, the Navy Y<iTd, from Richard 
Vines, Gorges agent ; and*Vines himiieH was a-Doctor. 

The first Physician to. actually settle in Kittery^ was 
Dr. Hbnry GREie«Ni.AND, who came from Newbury, Mkss. 
Hei)ou^.litva dwelling house and brew house, July i6; 1666. 
This- property formerly belonged to Nicholas Shapleigh. 
Greenland u was evidently a political disturber, and con- 
stantly, in trouble with his -neighbors. He was banished 
from the Massachusetts Colony,. 1677, His wife was 
accused of being a witch. 

He was followed by Strrgcon Francis Morgan, who 
was licensed Jbly 4 1671'; aud^ whopraetieed medictne 
in the sections now known as Kittery, Eliot, atid the 
B6r wicks. 

Prababiy- the.' physician:/ who foUowed/ Dr. Morgan, 
was Dr. Georgk Jacksmn:, in 1724. He. appieaxs in 
history as one who with Mr. Cutt aa^ twenty, men of 
Kittery, pursued a party of Indians into Penobscot Bay. 
The Doctor and' Mr. Cutt' were dangerously ' wtmndtd ; 
but both recovered: They were joitied by Capt. Sylvaatus 
Lakeman, who with a campairy of sixteen men; sailed 
from Ipswich, Mass. A' few days before, Capt. John 
Caldwell, Daniel Rindge, and: others of Ipswichi had been 
slain, scalped, and their sballdrp taken ; and the India^ns 
saikd'into Penobscot: 
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Itt the fitter}'* rccordis we fioiittbe^ following coBceroing, 
Dr. Jackttoir's.wife.; 

Klttery, February 17, 1725-6. This Day Rxpir'd Mfs. 
Joanna Jackson, in the 34th Year of her Age : the late- 
Excellent Consort of Mt. George Jackson, Physician, (by 
whom she had 7 children,) and Daughter of Lieut. Col. 
Pepperrell, Rsq: and Margery his Wife 1 

She was a Comely Person, but her Principals Ornaments 
were the Virtues of her Mind. She was Exemplary in 
her whole Conversation towards all her- Relatives; was- 
Beneficial to ail, especially to the Living Images of God : 
Manifested more than ordinary Compassion to Sick People 
and was forward to Relieve the Poor. 

It Pleased God to call her to a long and sharp Trial in 
her last Sickness, the Pains of which she suffered with 
great Patience & Holy Submission to the Will of God. 

February 24. She was Decently Interred in her Father's 
new Tomb. 

March 6. Two Ministers of the Gospel, well acquainted 
with the Gentlewoman's Worth, Preach'd each of them a 
Funeral Sermon on this Sorrowful' Occasion. 

In 1736, Dr. JosKPu Todd was in Kittery ; but nothing 
further can be learned concerning him. 

Without doubt the first physician to settle in the upper 
parish of Kittery, now Eliot, was Dr. Edmund Coffin. 
Born in Newbury, Mass., March 19, 1708; the sixth son 
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of the Hon. Nathaniel Coffin. He removed from Newbury 
to Kliot, about 1730; and commenced practice as a 
physician. He married Shuah Bartlett, the daughter of 
Capt. Nathan and Shuah (Heard) Bartlett. The marriage 
intention was entered ** Sept. ye nth, 1732.** 
. Dr. Coffin's house stood near the home of Mr. James W. 
Bartlett, at the foot of the garden ; and his grave is in the 
old burying ground in the field of Mr. C. Edward Bartlett, 
His gravestone may yet be seen. He had thirteen 
children, the youngest born in 1759. 

Two sons of Dr. Coffin, — Nathan and Nathaniel, — were 
patriots of the Revolution, and proved their zeal by actual 
service. Nathan was Sergeant, Capt. T. Fernald's Co. 
30th Foot Reg. United Colonies ; enlisted May 3, 1775. 
He was then twenty-six years old. 

Nathaniel was First Lieut. Capt. John Shapleigh'sCo. 
Coast Guards, at Kittery Point, in 1775; and in Capt. 
Hubbard's Co. Coast Guards, January to November, 1776. 
— See July Old Eliot, pp. 106, 1 19. 

In Coffin's history of Newbury, page 210, is a letter, 
written by Dr. Coffin, of EHot, to his father; and on page 
337, is another communication. 

In the Berwick town records, 1730, we find the following: 
*' Voted that three pounds be granted to Dr. Edmund 
Coffin, for the prime cost of his medicines, in doctoring 
Ebenezer Beltwood in his long and lingering sickness, 
when on his deathbed." ' . 

Dr. Coffin owned a small field near the Geo; Frye plstce. 
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Dr. Joshua Brackett, married Hannah Whipple, 
April 14, 1760. He practiced in Kittery several years ; then 
moved to Portsmouth. After him the medical man was — 

Dr. Daniki* Pkirck, who came to Kittery from New- 
bury. He was born 1740, and died Aug. 33, 1803, aged 
63 years. He continued in practice till his death. 

He lived at Spruce Creek. His o£Sce was in the house 
of Col. John Shapleigh ; and he also had a drug store at 
the same place. This estate is now owned and occupied 
by his great grandson, Dr. George S. Peirce. 

Dr. Peirce was twice married : first to Olive Jordan, of 
Biddeford, 1765. She died Dec. i, 1800. He then mar- 
ried Ruth Sargent. He had nine children. 

Three books ar^ yet extant, quaintly bound in old-time 
sheepskin, each bearing the title, — inscribed with his 
quill, — Daniel Peirce ^ his Leiger Book of Accounts. The 
records of these volumes cover thirty years : 1770-1800. 
In glancing at the multiplied pages, we find he visited 
many families in Kittery Upper Parish, now our own 
Eliot. Among the many names, are: — 

John Heard Bartlett, Esq., Capt. Andrew Pepperell 
Pernald, Hon'ble John Frost, Maj. Samuel Leighton, 
Capt. Thomas Hammond, the Rev'd Alpheus Spring, 
Joshua Hubbard, Esq., Nathaniel Staples, Samuel Dixon, 
Simon Frost, Thomas Hanscom, and many others. 

Every name has the record of the medicine prescribed ; 
and, as above stated, he was his own Apothecary. He 
charges carefully each pill, powder, tincture; and one can 
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hardly help a smile to find occasionally a ^m/^/ West India 
rum ; and on one page is a mug of flip; as it was not on a 
'* visit'' to the patient, probably the man who indulged 
called at the Doctor's office for medicine. 

It would seem, also, that not only did the Doctor have 
an occasional retail of " West India," but more substan- 
tial things ; for in 1788, he writes : ** Sold Doct'r Joshua 
Brackett, of Portsmouth, Beef and Veal, ;^7, los." 

The following register would indicate that his patriot- 
ism was undoubted in Revolutionary days : 

The Town of Kittery to D. Peirce, Dr., as agencer for sd 
Town for to procure Powder : 

1775, June 6. To a Journey to Watertown, in order for 
to purchase powder. Six Days gone, & found at 4s pr 
Day for myself & horse, — £1^ 4, o. 

June 15. To a day at Berwick, found myself £0^ 6s o. 

June 24. To a Day in securing & bringing 
into Town half a Barrell Powder, 

These ancient volumes, barren as the orchards in winter, 
have really a singular interest ; glances at the old-time 
names, recorded on the Doctor's sidk lists, seem very like 
a visit to some quaint historic locality of our interesting 
township. 

Dr. Peirce, as previously stated, died in 1803, aged 
sixty-three years. His life had been a busy one ; for he 
was Store-keeper, Postmaster, Doctor, till life closed. 
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Then came Dr. James H. Pierpont, who was tht only 
son of William Pierpont of Roxbury. He was born in 
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1769, and died in Portsmouth, in 1839. ^^- Pierpont began 
the practice of medicine in Eliot ; but after several years 
he moved to Portsmouth, and was for the remainder of his 
life one of the leading physicians there. He is described 
as a tall fine looking man, with a genial, kindly face. He 
is alluded to in Brewster's Rambles^ as '*the beloved 
physician,'* Dr. Pierpont was twice married, and had 
several children. He built the house owned and occupied 
far a lifetime by Mr. Benjamin Kennard ; now owned by 
Mr. Fred K. Nelson. 

He was followed by Dr. Ca£«kb Emery, who was one of 
the most prominent men of his day ; and of more than 
local reputation as a skillful physician and business man ; 
of great personal magnetism, strict integrity, and marked 
force of character. He was greatly interested in. the public 
affairs of State and Town ; and at the time of his death he 
was a prominent candidate for Governor of Maine. 

He is said to have been a noticeably handsome man, 
about five feet and ten inches in height, and rather stout. 
He jnarried Alary Aun, daughter of the Rev. Samuel C. 
Chandler, pastor at Eliot ; they had six children, — three 
sons and three daughters. The daughter Sarah, became 
the wife of Naval Constructor William L. Hanscom ; 
Elisabeth, married Mr. Vincent ; Lydia remained unmar- 
ried. His two eldest sons, — Caleb and Chandler, — when 
young, went South, and lived there permanently.. The 
younger son. William, inherited the old homestead ; and 
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for many years was a draughtsman at Kittery Navy Yard. 

Dr. Emery began the practice of medicine in Eliot in ' 

1809 ; and continued the same till his death, Feb. 16, 1831, ' 

at the age of forty-three years. | 

He was a gifted speaker, and delivered many notable I 
orations. The manuscript of one of these is in the 

writer's possession. It was published in Old Eliot^ 1 

January, 1898. I 

He built and lived in the house now occupied by . 
Mrs. Mattha Coleman. 

Immediately after the death of Dr. Emery, came Dr. 
John Q. Adams, who spent his entire professional life 
in Eliot. 

He built a large double housejust north of Dr. Emery's, j 

and on the same side of the road: After his death the 
house was sold and divided : one half is the house now 
owned by Mr. Charles Drake, at Bolt Hill, and the other 
half by Mr. George Bartlett, near the Congregational ^ 

Church. 

Dr. Adams was a man of native refinement, much 
interested in art and music ; and of a professional descent, 
— his grandfather was the clergyman of Durham, and 
removed from thence to Lebanon. His father was a 
physician in Lebanon. 

One says of him : ** He was very tall and slender, with 
noticeably delicate hands ; a very mirthful disposition ; 
and a great lover of music. Those who remembered him 
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The Home of Dr. Horace Stacey, 
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said that he had a striking resemblance to Abram 
Lincoln." 

He had one daughter; — Catherine. 

He died at the early age of thirty-four years. 

i 

Dr. Adams was followed by Dr. Jacob Hatbs, who, 
after a few years, moved to Charlestown, Ma^s., where he 
lived: till his death, in 1861. He was a large, fine looking 
mail, ;oi scholarly attainnients, successful both as a 
practitibner and as a business man. He was born in 1806 ; 
be left Bliot in 1840. 

r 

Dr. Chari<bs M. Weeks began practice in Eliot in 
1840; and occupied the house near Plaisted's Corner, 
built by Dr. Adams, where he lived four or five years, 
and then went to Boston. 

He is remembered as a good physician, and a man much 
interested in School-work. An old acquaintance describes 
him as tajl, slim and wearing glasses. 

Dr. James Hidden came while Dr. Weeks was here. 
He remained about a year ; boarded nearly opposite the 
home of Dr. Weeks, in the house now owned by Mr. John 
L. Emery. 

Dr. Horace Stacey was the next physician to settle in 
Eliot. He was born in Shapleigh, Maine. He built the 
house on Bolt Hill, that has been successively occupied 
by Dr. Mark F. Wentworth, Dr. C. H. Guptill, and Dr. 
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H. I. Durgin. After a few years practice he went to 
Boston, and did an office business, almost exclusively, | 

for the rest of his life. He had one son, M. Klville, who 
studied law. ' 

Dr. Stacey was followed by — i 

I 
Dr. Mark P. Wbntworth, who later sold his business 

to Dr. Guptill,, and moved first to South Boston, then to 

Kittery ; in which town he continued in practice till his 

death, July 12, 1896. He was born in Kittery, March 14, 

1820 ; son of John and Betsey (Fernald) Wentworth. He 1 

studied medicine with Dr. Trafton, South Berwick ; ^ 

attended medical lectures in Dartmouth, and also at the 

University of Pennsylvania ; from which latter institutiok 

he. g^raduated. 

Dr. Wentworth served in the War of the Rebellion with 
the rank of Colonel, till he was seriously wounded before 
Petersburg^, in the famous Mine Explosion. For hi^ 
**gallant and meritorious service," he was breveted I 

Brigadier General of. Volunteers. 

Dr. Wentworth was much interested in politics ; and 
filled many important offices. In i860 he was delegate to 
the Republican National Convention that nominated 
Abram Lincoln for President and Hannibal Hamlin for 
Vice President. 

He occupied the position of Naval Store Keeper at the 
Navy Yard ; Represented his town several years in the 
Legislature ; State Prison Inspector, 1887 ; Surveyor of 
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Customs for the District of Portland, 1891. 

Dr. Wentworth was a tall and remarkably fine looking 
man, very prepossessing, of great natural ability, and 
most excellent judgment. 

He married first, Eliza Jane Wilson ; their children 
were : Annie, who died young ; Mrau Arvilla Trefethen, 
Mrs. Jessie Hobbs. 

His second wife, who is still living, was Mrs. Hattie 
(Weeks) Phillips. 

Dr. CA1.VIN H. GuPTii«L practiced in Eliot foriorty-.foux 
years. He was born in North Berwick, in 1814 ; graduated 
at Dartmouth Medical College, 1837. He began his 
studies with the senior Dr. Trafton of South Berwick. 

While a student of medicine, he gave much thouj^ht 
and attention to Dentistry ; and later studied and practiced 
with a Dentist in Boston. 

He began practice, as a physician, in Dover, I^. H., 
about 1841 ; and there remained four years. He returned 
then to his native town for a short time, and soon came 
to Eliot. 

It was in 1845 that Eliot became his chosen home ; and 
here he continued his professional career till his death, 
in January, 1889. 

Besides his duties and labors as a physician, he did a 
great amount of dental work in his early years. People 
came from long distances for sets of teeth ; he was very suc- 
cessful, completing his work skilfully on plates of gold. 
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He is remembered as remarkably ingenious, making all 
his dental and many of his surgical instruments. He left 
the impression, wherever he lived or labored, that he was 
a man of great ability and force of character ; persistent in 
every undertaking ; one who never knew defeat. His 
notably retentive memory enabled him easily to recall 
medical facts and events. 

.He was of positive religious thought ; a constant at- 
tendant at the Congregational Church service ; the 
Superintendant of its Sabbath School ; and one of the 
Public School Committee. He was a great reader of 
secular and medical papers and books : often continuing 
page after page till he reached the finis ^ before the volume 
was returned to the shelf. 

More young men studied medicine with him, than with 
any other physician of this region; sometimes six or 
eight were with him at one time. 

In 1839 he married Harriet P. Clement ; and thirteen 
children eventually completed the cheerful family circle : 

Harriet N. Lucien H. 

Ariana Emma K. P. 

Ann Judson Fanny P. 

Melville L. Edward E. 

Haven M. Edgir E. 

Winslow W. Carrie B. 
Isabelle B. 

On his mother's side he was related to families of Gerrish ; 
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among whom was the well-remembered Prof. Moses 
Gerrish Parmer, whose latest years were passed in Bliot ; 
also Prof. Parmer's cousin, Alfred Little, whose memory 
is pleasantly revived as a visitor at Eliot, a man of 
singular musical skill ; his own invented melodeon 
echoes yet. 

Dr. Lkmubi< Murray Wii,i<is, practiced in Eliot, 
during the years 1848-49 ; leaving here in the latter 
year for California. 

He was the second son of the Rev'd Lemuel and 
Amanda R. (Simmons) Willis ; and was born in Lebanon, 
N. H., Oct. 7, 1825. His father was a prominent 
Universalist Clergyman, who occupied several of the 
leading pulpits of that denomination: Troy, N. Y., 
Cambridge and Salem, Mass., Portsmouth, N. H. 

In his youthful days, Dr. Willis developed a noticeable 
interest in books, languages and music; languages 
especially were a delight to him. 

While a medical student he was introduced to Eliot 
as a Teacher of one of the public schools. He then 
returned to his classical and professional studies, and 
graduated at Dartmouth Medical College, Class of 1847 ; 
after which he crossed the ocean, and at Paris continued 
his studies for a year in the hospitals. He did special 
work under several famous Professors. His quick intel- 
lectual grasp of that which was new, developed the helpful 
life of his later years of practice. 
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While a youthful teacher at Kliot, he met Miss Paulina 
H. Fogg, daughter of John and Mary (Staples) Fogg ; 
and they were married July 15, 1849. They had one child, 
the writer of this paper ; the mother died March 23, 1858. 

Dr. Willis married for his second wife, Abbie A. Neal, 
daughter of Kben and Priscilla (Hutchins) Neal, of Lynn. 
Their son, Harold N. is a resident of Arlington, Mass.; 
their daughter* Edith G. (Willis) Rideout, resides at 
Saiigus, Mass. 

Mrs. Abbie (Neal) Willis, died Nov. 21, 1903. 

After leaving Eliot, Dr. Willis practiced in Canton, 
Chelsea and Charlestown, Mass. He went to Charlestown 
soon after the close of the Civil War, and spent the 
remainder of his life there. 

Throughout the Rebellion he served as a Surgeon in 
the Union Army. In July, 1862, he was Assistant 
Surgeon, 26 Mass. Vol. under Gen. Butler, at New Orleans. 
Later he' was made Surgeon of the 74ih Reg. U. S. 
Volunteer Infantry. Served at Ship Island and Fort Pike, 
till the close of the War, with a devoted and earnest 
interest in the comfort of the soldiers. 

He belonged* to various Medical Societies, and was a 
Knight Templer Mason. 

In his varied life he was not only a successful practi- 
tioner, but was widely known in Scientific circles ; having 
been a founder of the Boston Microscopical Society, and 
its first President. 

He was a great lover of the beautiful in nature, char- 
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acter, art ; and his native musical and artistic taste and 
keenness made him a thorough musician. — an expert 
violinist and pianist. 

Especially accurate as he was in thought and decision, 
it is not strange that we can add that he was a book-lover; 
and from youth to ripest years was a student. No language 
limited him ; but the French, German and Latin were his 
favorite studies; and from the French and German he 
translated many books and published articles. He was a 
frequent contributor to scientific and medical journals, of 
original and translated papers. 

The life ever busy, pleasant, helpful, came to its end 
at Charlestown, January 17, 1893. 

In the early '60s, Dr. E. H. Brown practiced for a 
time at the northeast part of the town. 

He built the house afterwards owned and occupied by 
Albion K. P. Hammond, Esq., who studied medicine, but 
gave it up for a Government Clerkship. 

Dr. Brown practiced here but a short time, and then 
went to New York city, and became eminent as a 
physician there. 

In the same section of the town lived and practiced 
Dr. Oi^iVKR Arnoi«d Jone6, who was born in a logcabin^ 
in what is now known as Lancaster, N. H. in 1800. 

He graduated from Dartmouth Medical School, about 
1827. Married Mrs. Mary A. Fernald, May 29, 1830, and 
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died in Eliot, in 1865. After graduating he came directly 
to Eliot» and had a wide circuit of practice till his death. 

He was of medium height, slender build, and possessed 
an unusually even disposition. He had three sons and 
one daughter. One son, Oliver, is still living near the old ^ 

homestead. i 

Dr. Jones was a constant reader, and possessed of a ^ 
strong and reliable memory. He was a Bible student, 
also ; and by his suggestions and enerj^y, the first 
Sabbath Sch6ol v^sls established in the M. E. Church 
at Bast Eliot. 

He was also instrumental in the opening of the ^ 

School Houses of Eliot in the summer time. Previously j 

the winter terms only were held ; and in the summer 
weeks the children who continued their studies, and the 
little ones too young for the winter terms, attended ' 

private, or as they were often termed, Dame's schools. I 

His home and office were on the spot now occupied by 
Mr. Andrew Pepperell Fernald, on Goodwin Road. Z 

Dr. John L. M. Wili*is. the writer and compiler of 
these Medical names and pages, was born in Chelsea, 
Mass., Feb. 11, 1856. Came to Eliot with his mother, 
just before her death, in 1859, and has lived here till 
the present time. 

Preliminary education obtained in the public schools^ 
and in Eliot and Berwick Academies. Graduated from 
Bowdoin College, Medical Department, in 1877. Received 
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an appointment as House Surgeon to the Maine General 
Hospital. After one year's Service there, took Post 
Graduate Course in the New York University. 

Has been interested in and connected with the Public 
Schools of Eliot as Teacher and Superintendant ; and a 
Trustee of Berwick Academy. 

Is an Ex-President of the York Co. Medical Society ; 
Ex-Vice President Maine Medical Society ; Chairman of 
the Maine Medical Board of Registration; Member of 
American Medical Association and Strafford Co. Medical 
Association ; Assistant Surgeon First Maine Regiment 
M. V. M. appointed 1880. 

Member of the Maine- Historical Society; and of 
the Warwick Club of Portsmouth. An Odd Fellow ; — 
Knight Templar ; 32 degree Mason ; Noble of the Mystic 
Shrine. 

Trustee for the town of the William Fogg Library, 
now just completed ; and in charge of the building and 
equiping of the same. 

Has been a book lover and collector for many years, 
and has a private library of over four thousand volumes. 

Lives on the old John Fogg homestead, that has been in 
possession of his mother's family since 1699. 

For seven years edited the historical magazine, Old Eliot ^ 
and is President of the Eliot Historical Society. 

Married, Oct. I, 1879, Carrie Estella Ham, daughter of 
Freeman C. and Ellen J. (Cooper) Ham. Has one daugh- 
ter, Elisabeth Gail Willis ; and one son, Harlon Parker 
Willis. 
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Df. Hbniiy I. DuAGiii,^ begaa the practice of medicuie 
in £lii^> No¥v 6, iMg; abotii ten awmths after the death 
of Dr. GuptilU whose estate he purehased. 

Dr. Durg^n is the son of John and Mary B« (Keniaon) 
Dttrgin ; born in Preedoia«, N. H.^ April 21 » 1864. 

Pitted for college at New Hampton, N. H. Literary 
Institute. Graduated from University New York City 
Medical Department^ March, itSg ; and received an 
appointment to what is now the Lincoln Hospital and 
Home in New York city. 

Dr. Durgin is a member of the American Medical 
Association, Maine Medical Association, York Co. Medi- 
cal Society, of which be has been President, Portsmouth 
Medical Society, and StraSord County Medical Society. 

He is a past President of the Paul Jones Club, S. A. R., 
and a member of the Navy League of the U. S., and the 
Warwick Club of Portsmouth, N. H. 

He is a member of Royal Arcanum Grange and Eastern 
Star ; Past Sachem in the Order of Red Men ; Past 
Chancellor Commander in the Order Knights of Pythias. 
A member of Unity Royal Arch Chapter ; Maine Council 
Royal and Select Masters; St. Amand Commandery 
Knights Templars ; Thrice Potent Grand Master of 
Ineffable Grand Lodge of Perfection, Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite, of Portsmouth. 

Member of Portsmouth Council Princes of Jerusalem ; 
New Hampshire Chapter of Rose Croix« Edward A. 
Raymond Consistory ; Kora Temple Mystic Shrine.. 



Dr. Henry I. Durgin. 
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Dr. Dttrgin has always been interested in School 
work, and has for some years been a member of the 
School Board ; and is now a member of the Committee 
that has charge of the erection of the new High School 
building. 

He was married Dec. 3^ 1890^ to Miss Alta MouUont 
daughter of Ira S. and Susan A. (Pinkham) Knox« of 
Milton, N. H. 
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Physicians Born in Eliot 
wlio Practiced in other Places. 

Among the Eliot Doctors whose fields of labor have 
been or are in other places, may be mentioned, — 

Dr. W1LI.1AM A. Staples, son of Nathaniel and Elisa- 
beth (Leighton) Staples, born in Eliot, Oct. 25, 1795. 
Graduated at Bowdoin College, in 1816; took his Medical 
degree at Jefferson. 

He went to Mantanzas, Cuba, and to Havana, where he 
built up a large practice. He was stricken with yellow 
fever, and died April 29, 1820. There is a tradition of 
suspected poisoning on the part of a jealous Spanish 
physician. Very few of his effects ever reached home. 

Dr. William Frost, sixth son of Brig. Gen. Erost, 
practiced at Demarara, Cuba ; and was Surgeon in the 
U. S. Navy. Died in Cuba, 1823. 

Dr. Charles Leighton, son of Andrew and Sarah 
(Odiorne) Leighton, born in Eliot, July 9, 1823. 

He left home at the age of fifteen years, and went to 
Hyannis, Cape Cod. He there studied evenings with a 
minister, and became proficient in Latin, Greek and 
Geology. 

He graduated at Jefferson Medical School, and settled 
at Sinking Springs, Highland Co. Ohio. H^e died in that 
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town, where- he had practiced medicine fifty-four years, 
Dec. 14, 1902. He had a good practice, accumulated 
some property, but cared nothing for money. 

He had the finest library in that section of the country, 
and was a great reader and lover of books. Only two or 
three years prior to his death, his house, with all his 
books, was burned. 

An acquaintance says of Dr. Leighton : — 

*' He was a blessing to the community in which he 
lived. His whole life has been one of devotion to the 
interests of the town's people. He gave to young and 
old ; he thought all worthy of his help." 

Dr. Elisha B. Shaplkigh, born in the old Shapleigh 
house, at the corner of Hill and State Roads, Oct. 6, 1822. 
He was the second son of James Waldron and Elisabeth 
(Baker) Shapleigh. He was a descendant of Alexander 
Shapleigh, the English Trader, who came to the Piscataqua 
in his own ship, about 1636. 

His education was obtained in the old Eliot Academy, 
Berwick Academy and Yale College, — graduating at Yale 
in 1846. In 1844, he was one of the founders of the Delta 
Kappa Epsilon Fraternity, of which he was always proud. 

After his graduation, he began the study of medicine 
with Dr. Theodore H. Jewett, of South Berwick ; and 
later was an '-oflSce student" of Prof. George B. Wood. 
He received his degree of Doctor of Medicine from the 
University of Pennsylvania, in 1849. 
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Dr. Shapleigh first established himself in Lowell, Mass. 
but he soon went to Philadelphia, where he spent the 
remainder of his days, winning fame in his profession 
and civil life. He died Dec. lo, 1892. ^ | 

For years he was the Coroner's Physician, and probably | 

called to the witness stand as an expert in the details and \ 

minutiae of crime, oftener than any other physician of his | 

State. He was noted as an expert classical scholar, , 

apd had a mind splendidly trained by wide culture . 

and observation. ! 

Dr. Shapleigh was a Knight Templar, Member of the i 

College of Physicians and of the Northern and County ^| 

Medical Societies ; and for many years was a Surgeon 
of the Philadelphia and Reading R. R. 

. He contributed many pages of - real interest to the 
medical journals. 

He died at his home in Philadelphia, Dec. 10, 1892. 

f 

Dr. John S. H. Fogg, was the son of William and 
Betsey (Hill) Fogg ; born in Eliot, May 21. 1826 ; died 
in South Boston, October 16, 1893. 

The last twenty years of his life, Dr. Fogg was 
paralyzed completely in the lower limbs ; being unable to 
stand or walk. He bore the great affliction uncom- 
plainingly ; and busied himself with his books and 
autographs. 

His wife, (Mary, daughter of the Rev. Joseph H. 
Clinch. Rector of St. Matthews, South Boston,) assisted 



Di. John S. H. Fogg, 
Founder of William Fo^ libnuy. 
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him with rare devotion, even refraining, for nearly ten 
years, from leaving him to go into the street. 

Mr. Libbie, the book and autograph expert, said to 
the writer of this, that Mrs. Fogg was probably **the 
most thoroughly educated woman,, in history and 
biography, in this country." 

Dr. Fogg's early education was obtained in the 
District School, (No. V,) and in the Academy, which 
was near his home. 

He graduated from Bowdoin College in 1846 ; and 
from Harvard Medical School, in 1850. 

During his College course, he tested his genius and 
skill by teaching school several terms. 

After his graduation in Medicine, he settled at 
South Boston ; and rose rapidly in his profession. His 
was a most successful career. 

He was a gentleman ; amiable, courteous, kind and 
philosophic. A fine face, attractive countenance, a 
bright, expressive eye, soft voice, — a genial man. 

He was a scholar, too, of cultivated taste ; and along 
certain lines possessed most perfect knowledge, — espec- 
ially as a genealogist, historian and collector of auto- 
graphs ; and in the last,— the collection of autographs, — 
his superiority amounted to genius. 

The great feat in his unusual collection, was the form- 
ing of a complete set of the — 

Signers of the Declaration of Independence. 
He turned his attention to it in 1875 ; his efforts ended 



24 PHYSICIANS OF BtlOT. 

with most gratifying success, in 1881. He had also the 
autographs of the 

Sovereigns of England, from Henry VII to the 
most gracious Queen Victoria, 
— the last on the throne while he was living. He suc- 
ceeded also in obtaining the signature of 

The Members of the Stamp Act Congress ; 
The Aids de Camp of Gen. Washington ; 
The Major Generals of the Revolution ; and 
The firigadier Generals : 
The Presidents and Vice Presidents of the 
United States. 
And this record does not name all the multiplied signa- 
tures collected. No wonder he was recognized as an 
expert in this interest by the many who knew his 
name. 

Dr. Fogs: left this wonderful collection of autographs 
to the Maine Historical Society. It was apprized at his 
death at twenty-five thousand dollars. 

He served in the Massachusetts Legislature in 1855 ; 
Member of the Boston School Board many years ; the 
Massachusetts Genealogical Society, Boston ; Corres- 
ponding Member of the Maine Historical Society. 

He held kindly memories of his native town, — Eliot, — 

and provided for the erection and maintenance of a 

Free Public Library, — to bear his Father's well remembered 

name, — the William Fogg Library. 

A part of his estate showed a life-long characteristic 
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of the man, for it consisted of his rare and valuable 
books — his Private Library ; apprized at his departure at 
ten thousand dollars. These books are placed upon the 
shelves of the new structure that is not only in his native 
town, but is on the very acres that were a part of his 
father's. homestead and his own birthplace. 

He gave a childhood memory to the writer of this : 
''As a boy," he said, ''books were the things I craved 
the most ; and they were the hardest to get ; and it is 
my intention to make books easier for the girls and 
boys of Eliot." 

And Eliot will hold his name in most pleasant 
remembrance ; for he has already widely spread the 
early rays of on advancing day. 

Dr. Alpheus S. Chandler, a native of Eliot, and 
a son of the clergyman whose name is yet remembered 
and often familiarly spoken as "Parson Chandler." 

Alpheus, the son, evidently inherited the father's 
zeal and intellectual strength ; for he pursued a college 
course, graduating at Harvard Medical School. 

His energy led him to join the first company to settle 
and establish a new town, — Columbia Palls, Maine. 

He was the Town Doctor for forty years. 

At the advanced age of seventy-five years, he was 
thrown from his carriage and killed. 

Dr. John S. Fernald, son of Andrew P. and Martha 
(Shapleigh) Fernald, born May i, 1800, on the spot 
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where Mr. Andrew P. Pernald now lives. 

The Doctor marrkd Miss Sarah Ann Paul, the daugh- 
ter of Mr. James Paul. 

His second wife was a lady of Harrington, Martha 
Meservy, daughter of Andrew Meservy ; he settled in 
that place in practice. 

A few years later he removed to Dover, where he 
died. 1862. 

Dr. Gbokgb Melvillb Frust. son of Joshua and 
Catherine Shapleigh (Paul) Frost, was born April 27, 
1843. He received an academic education at Kliot 
and Berwick. 

He began the study of medicine with Dr. C.,H. 
Guptill ; attended three courses of lectures at the Medical 
School of Maine, where he received his degree in 1869. 

He settled at once in Peabody, Mass., and began a 
practice that steadily increased in extent and success. 

He was a member of the Board of Health for more 
than twenty years, and much of the time its Chairman. 

He was a man of strong individuality ; persistent in 
every undertaking ; strong in his likes and dislikes ; 
always a seeker for the truth. 

His earnestness in the care and welfare of his patients 
made them his lifelong friends. 

He was a close student of professional literature, and 
spent much time in London hospitals in 1876. 

Dr. Frost married Oct. 9, 1873, at Beverly, Mass., 



Dr. George Melville Frost. 
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In front of the Home of Dr. William O. JuDkins. 



PHYSICIANS OF KJ.IOT. 2^ 

Aseneth Marshall. He died June 20, 1898. 

Dr. WiuLiAM O. JuNKiNS, born at Berwick, May 13, 
1845. The only child of the late Alexander and Elisabeth 
(Staples) Junkins. 

At the age of ten years his parents moved to Eliot. 
Here he attended the common schools and the Academy. 

Later he was sent to Berwick Academy ; and from 
thence to Bowdoin College, where he graduated, — 
June, 1870. 

He studied medicine with the late Dr. M. P. Wentforth, 
of Kittery, and at the Portland School of Medical 
Instruction ; and commenced the practice of medicine at 
Kittery Point. 

He remained at the Point a few months only. In June, 
187 1, he went to Greenland, and it was his home for 
twenty-two consecutive years. 

In T894, he removed to Portsmouth, where he still 
resides, making a continuity of thirty-five years of 
practice. 

He is a member of the Portsmouth and Rockingham 
Medical Societies ; and a Surgeon at the Cottage 
Hospital. 

He belongs to the Massachusetts Society, and Paul 
Jones Club of Portsmouth, S. A. R.; Pepperell Associa- 
tion ; St. Andrews Lodge, F. A. A. M., Davenport 
Council; DeWitt Clinton Commandery K. T.; Wash- 
ington Chapter ; Aleppo Temple A. A. O. Nobles of the 
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Mystic Shrine ; Raymond Consistory, Scottish Rite, 32d 
Degree Mason ; Damon Lodge, Knights of Phythias. 

He was a member of the School Committee, of KHot ; 
Supervisor of Schools and Town Clerk of Greenland ; 
Master Winnicut Lodge, A. S. A. M. of that town : and j 

Mayor of Portsmouth for two terms, 1896 and 1897. 1 

He is Past District Deputy Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of New Hampshire and Honorary Aide de Camp, 
rank of Colonel, Union Veterans Union. 

Dr. John Frbmont Hii.i., son of William and Miriam ' 

(Leighton) Hill, born in Eliot, Oct. 29, 1855; married, i{ 

May 19, 1880, Lizzie I. Vickery. Their only child, Percy, ' 

was born March 16, 1881. Mrs. Hill died April 10, 1893. 

Dr. Hill married (2) April 25, 1897, Mrs. Laura Liggett, 
daughter of the Hon. Norman Colman, Sec. of Agricul- 
ture under Pres. Cleveland. They have one daughter. 

He was educated at the Eliot and Berwick Academies 
and Putnam Free School, Newburyport ; studied Medicine 
at the Maine Medical School, and at Long Island College 
Hospital, Brooklyn, — graduating in 1877. 

Practiced Medicine a year at Boothbay Harbor, Maine ; 
then went to Augusta, where after six months practice, 
he gave up medicine, and began his business career 
with the P. O. Vickery Publishing Co. He soon became 
a partner, and developed one of the largest enterprises 
of the kind in the country. 

He has for many years ranked among the most 
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prominent of the successful business men of Maine. 

Dr. Hill has served in both branches of the Legis- 
lature, and as a member of the Executive Council. — 
Presidential Elector, 1896. Governor of Maine four years 
— ending in 1905. 

He has been Trustee of the Kennebec Savings Bank ; 
Director of Augusta National Bank, and several years 
its President. 
At the present time he is the — 

President and Trustee of State Trust Co.; 

President of Springfield Railway and I^ight Co.; 

Trustee of Security Trust Co. of Rockland ; 

Director in the Granite National Bank ; 

President of Somerset Railway Co.; 
Director in the — 

Eastern Steamboat Co.; 

The New England Telephone Co.; 

The Augusta, Winthrop and Gardner Street Railway ; 

Rockland, Thomaston, Camden Street Railway ; 

Wisconsin Central Railway ; 

Augusta City Hospital ; 

President Augusta Water District ; 

Trustee of the Lithgrow Library and 
Berwick Academy. 
He is a member of the 

St. Louis Club ; 

St. Louis Country Club ; 

University Club of Boston ; 
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He is a member of the 

Maine Historical Society, and 

Maine Genealogical Society. 
Honorary member of the 

Maine Society of New York ; 

Trustee of Maine Sanitorium, and 

Its First President ; 
Member of— 

Republican National Committee for Maine. 

Also : Knight Templar Mason ; 
Member of the — 

Society of Colonial Wars ; 

Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants; 

Maine Society of Mayflower Descendants, and its 
First President. 

Dr. Hill has been a great benefactor to his native town, 
having been instrumental in the building of the Electric 
Railroad which connects Eliot with Dover, Kittery, 
York and Portsmouth ; and of him it may be said, — 
that he is Eliot's most distinguished son. 

Dri LuciAN H. GuPTiLL, son of Dr. C. H. and 
Harriet (Clement) Guptill, born in Eliot, March, 1854. 

He obtained his preliminary education in the District 
School, Eliot Academy, and the New Hampton Literary 
Institute. 

He then studied medicine with his father ; and, in 
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June, 1877, graduated from the Maine Medical School 
with honor. 

In 1878, he graduated from the Post Graduate Depart- 
ment of New York University. 

Dr. Guptill began his practice at Charlestown, Mass. 
Here he remained until recent years, then removed to 
Roxbury, his present home. 

He has always been prominent in church and society, 
and in his professional labors ; he has a large practice. 

Dr. Wii.i,iAM Emery. Born in Eliot ; the son of 
William £. and Martha Emery; and the grandson of 
Dr. Caleb Emery, whose name frequently appears in 
these sketches. 

His preliminary education was obtained at Berwick 
Academy. He then studied medicine, and graduated 
from Boston University. He then opened an oflSce in 
that city. 

He was a brilliant young man ; endowed with gifts 
and abilities that gave every promise of success. 

He died suddenly in 1886. 

Dr. Ephraim P. Cole, sonofEphraim and Elisabeth 
(Decater) Cole, was born in Eliot. 

He graduated from Eliot Academy, and New Hampton 
Literary Institute, and began the study of Medicine 
with Dr. Calvin H. Guptill, of Eliot. 
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He entered the Medical Department of Bowdoin College, 
in 1875. 

Completed his studies at Dartmouth Medical College, 
in 1879. After which he devoted himself to literary and 
business pursuits. 

He married Abbie Young, of Kittery, Nov. 20, 1898. 

Dr. Jamks K. p. Rogers, son of Charles W. and 
Mary A. (Paul) Rogers, born in Kliot, August 24, 1865. 

From the Common Schools he spent a year in Smith's 
Commercial College, Portsmouth, N. H. 

He took the College preparatory course at Berwick 
Academy, and graduated with the Class of 1884. 

Entered Bates College with Class of 1888, and graduated 
from Medical School of Maine, 1890. 

After practicing Medicine two years at Sanford he 
removed to South Portland, where he has a large and 
successful practice. 

He became a member of the Maine Medical Society, 
in 1890. 

Was President of Portland Medical Club, in 1905. 

He was made a Mason in Preble Lodge, of Sanford ; 

Passed through Greeleaf Chapter, Portland Council 
and St. Alban Commandery Knight Templars, Portland. 

Married Angie A. Dame, daughter of the late Timothy 
Dame of Eliot ; they have one daughter, — 

Lilian A. Rogers, member of the Class of 1910, — 
Wellesley College. 
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